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Further ('orrespondence respecting the Affairs of Abyssinia. 


Part VIIt. 


[23752] No. 1. 

Commissioner Sir II'. Manning to the Karl of Crewe.—(Communicated by 
Colonial Office, Julo 2.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. •«. I®'®- 

TI1E Varsangli have lieen raided hv a small parly of friendlies, who have killed 
considerable numlier. captured a quantity stock, most of which, being unable to drive 
otr, they killed. There is still persistent rumour that the Mullah has been captured 
and killed. Friendlies have been unable to get into touch with dervishes from the 
llaroun, and none have been encountered for three months. 

Situation in the interior among our trilres is satisfactory. 

1 have arranged that British ofllcer should meet Abyssinian officer and shall ho 
at Jigjigm in August in order to settle questions of loot during recent raids. 

I do not consider mv presence is now necessary in the Somaliland Protectorate, 
and request your Lordship's |>ermission to hand over my duties to Hyatt and, provided 
in the meantime nothing occurs to necessitate my remaining, to proceed on leave to 
England by the steamer of the SOth June from Aden. 


24455] No. 2. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July 7.) 

gj fi Downing Street , July 0, 1910. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to transmit to you, for 
the information of Secretary Sir E. firry, a copy of a despatch from Commissioner, 
Somaliland (with enclosure), on the subject of the proceedings of the IJghnz of the 
Gadabursi. 

I am, Ac. 

FRANCIS J. S. HOPWOOD. 


Enclosure I iu No. 2. 

Commissioner Sir IP. H. Manning to the Earl of Crewe. 

(Secret.) 

My Lord, Commissioner's Office. Ilerbera. June 15, 1910. 

1 ENCLOSE a copy ol a letter received from Mr. Gerolimato. C.M.G., His 
Majestv's consul at Harrar. 

2. I am making enquiries at Zoyla ns to what information the district officer 
there has regarding the Ughaz of the Gadabursi. This man visited me here in April, 
and 1 received him well. He then went from here direct to Jibuti, no doubt with the 
idea of endeavouring to obtain some gift fram the Governor of French Somaliland. 

3. Tlie French Governor narrated to me the story of the visit of the Ughaz, and 
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told me he had given him and his followers a passage by train to Dire Dawa. At this 
place I myself again saw the Ughaz, and he requested an interview with me, to 
which I acceded. The purport of his conversation was merely, however, a reiterated 
request for horses, rifles, and ammunition, to which request at the previous interview in 
Berbera 1 had given my refusal, since, as I pointed out to him, he was in no immediate 
danger from the Mullah, and that arms were only issued to tribes to defend themselves 
against attack from the Dervishes. 

4. 1 have no doubt that a similar request was made by the Ughaz to the French 
Governor, and it is possible that, if acceded to, the quid pro quo was that now narrated 
in Mr. Gerolimato’s letter. 

I have, Ac. 

W. II. MANNING. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 2. 

Consul Gerolwiato to Commissioner Sir W. H. Manning, 

Sir, Harrar, May 28, 1910. 

THE Ughaz of Gadabani arrived here four days ago with M. Faure, employd of 
the railway company (“chef du service indigene"). 

Tlio French scheme is to build n stone storehouse somewhere near Harrnwa 
(Gndabursi country), and have all the Gndabursi goods to go to the railway near 
Aidagnlla, where the Frenchmen intend to build another stone storehouse, or, rather, 
a market, M. Faure cam«« here expressly to take Ucjaz's permission to build those 
two storehouses, but seems Dejaz TafTari lias not answered satisfactorily yesterday. 

The Frenchmen intend also to give the Ughaz 200 rifles—100 present, and he lias 
to pay for the other 100. 

The Frenchmen have apjiointed at Jibuti three Godaburei Akhils, namely : 

1. Warsama Hairi, Gadahursi, Jibril Yunis. 

2. Itcghal Awal, „ • „ „ 

3. Aou Abdilay, „ Her Ughaz. 

Each of the above takes 50 rupees per month, and the Ughaz 100 rupees per 
month. 

Seems that the report that the Frenchmen are trying to get the Gadabursis and 
llabr Awals to ask the French protection. 

I am, Ac. 

J. GKROLIMATO. 


[25473] No. 3. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July 14.) 

Sir, Down in q Street. July 13, 1910. 

WI TH reference to the letter from this Office of the 27th May, I am directed hy 
the Earl of Crewe to transmit to you, for the information of Secretary Sir E. Grey, 
the accompanying copy of a despatch from the Commissioner of Somaliland respecting 
the position of the tribes on the Abyssinian frontier. 

2. Lord Crewe concurs in tlie views expressed in the 1th and 6th paragraphs of 
Sir W. Manning's despatch. 

I am, Ac. 

G. V. FIDDES. 


Enclosure in No. 3. 

Commissioner Sir IV. Manning to the Earl of Crewe. 

S Confidential.) 

<£y Lord, Commissioner’s Office, Berbera, June 2, 1910. 

IN reply to your Lordship’s Confidential despatch of the 19th May, enclosing a 
copy of a letter from the Foreign Office having reference to the position of the tribes 
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on the Abyssinian frontier and the opinion of His Majesty's Minister at Adis Ababa 
in this connection— 

2. I am inclined to think that Mr. Thesiger takes rather an exaggerated view of 
the question generally. At Harrar I had a long conversation with the Governor of 
Jigjiga (Abdullah l>aha), and I did not gather from his remarks that the position on 
the frontier was at all serious. He certainly laughingly complained that now, ns in 
the past, the position of an official of the British or Abyssinian Governments, who Iiad 
the interminable and complicated auestions between Somalis from either territory to 
settle, was not a lied of roses, and that his head required rest after a few months of 
such work. 

3 Again, our tribes, instead of being “ powerless to protect themselves either 
from the Mullah or the Ogaden tribes," have already disposed completely of the 
Mullah’s tribe of the Bagheri, and the tendency at present, 1 regret to say, is for our 
tribes to take the initiative in raiding into Abyssinian territory rather than for the 
Ogaden to raid into British territory. 

4. The occasional presence of a British official at Jigjiga lias something to 
recommend it, but I am very strongly opposed to the re-establishment of a post at 
Hargeisa. Such action at once constitutes a reversal of the wise policy of leaving 
the interior alone. The moment a |«ost is established in llargeiaa, constant pressure 
would be made to urge the official placed there to deal with Somali disputes Irora 
every quarter of the protectorate; at once a force must lie maintained ns a protection 
to the official stationed at Hargeisa, and as a weapon to compel obedience to decisions. 
It would be merely the thin end of the wedge of reooo i pat ion. I strongly advise 
that it be made amply clear to the Foreign Office that there is no possibility of the 
reoccupation of the interior, of which the establishment of a post nt Hargeisa would 
be the commencement. 

5. If events showed the necessity (which, in my opinion, they do not at present) 
for the occasional presence of a British official in Jigjiga to decide disputes and 
questions related to loots in conjunction with the Abyssimans, it would be a simple 
matter to send an official vii\ Dire Dawa and Harrar to Jigjiga, and 1 should propose 
that this course lie pursued when necessity arises. Sufficient pressure to compel 
obedience to decisions arrived at in regard to loots can lie exerted from the coast, tlio 
interior is best as it is at present. 

6. As regards the suggestion contained in the final paragraph of Mr. Thesiger’s 
letter, namely, that in certain eventualities His Majesty’s Government rai^ht cede to 
Abyssinia certain territory on the western borders of the protectorate, I desire to record 
my opinion that such action would have a m«*st serious effect on our relations with the 
tribes in the protectorate generally, and would give them a fending of insecurity which 
would have the worstof results. It must be remembered that the distrust and dislike 
of the Somali for the Abyssinian is deeply rooted and hereditary, and dates hack to a 
period anterior to the British occupation of the Somali coast. To hand over any port ion 
of our tribes to the control of the anti-Moslem Abyssinian Government, n Government 
which, though organised, and to a certain extent civilised, is still somewhat barbarous 
in its methods, would be regarded by Somalis generally ns an act of treachery ou our 
part, and would alienate any res|»oct they may have for British rule. 

7. Nor would any revision of the frontier line remove the risk of incursions from 
one side or the other in which Mr. I hcsiger foresees a danger. No arbitrary defi¬ 
nition of a frontier line can lie understood or respected by a people who for centuries 
have been nomads, and have wandered to and fro as the necessities of water and of 
grazing have led them, and therefore with a new frontier lino we should have exactly 
the same border differences as we have under the conditions now existing. 

I have, Ac. 

W. H. MANNING. 


[25920] 


No. 4. 


Mr. Tnesiger to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 18.) 

(No. 28.) 

Sir, Adis Ababa, June 16, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to report that Sir W. Manning has telegraphed to me his 
readiness to send a British officer to Jigjiga to settle up all frontier claims, with the 
stipulation that a date should be fixed some time ahead in order that due notice should 



he given to nil claimants to appear on that date so as to avoid unnecessary delays and 
waste of time. 

His Majesty's Commissioner lias fixed upon the 5th August as a suitable date, 
and 1 have informed Ras Tcssama, and have requested him to make the necessary 
arrangements on his side. 

I was able in my last interview with Ras Tessama to utilise Sir W. Hanning's 
information that the friendly tribes had defeated a large force of Baghpri on the 
20th May near Bohotle, as an example of how our policy had established a buffer 
between the Mullahs forces and Abyssinia, and it is sincerely to he hoped that no 
incident will arise in the next few weeks to weaken the force of this line of argument. 

1 am also applying to Ucrhera and llarrar for all possible information as to the 
number of rilles in possession of the Ogaden tribes, or which are known to have 
passed through Abyssinia into the Mullah's hands. 

If the numbers can lie shown to be considerable, it will enable me to point out at 
a later date to the Abyssinian* that if we suddenly repudiated our agreements in this 
respect, they, on their side, had for some years 'pas! tacitly ignored the obligations 
imposed on them by the same treaties. 

Mr. Qerolimato rc)iort* from llarrar that the Government at Jibuti are 
subsidising various chiefs and elders, who have long been recognised as British 
subjects, among them the Uglinz of Gadahursi, and three elders of the same tribe, at 
rates varying from 100 rupees to . 11 ) ni|iees a-month, and that they have also asked 
some of the principal men of the Habrawal and Ogaden to go to Jibuti in onler to he 
nominated then' ns elders of their tribes. 

I have, Ac. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 


125921] No. b. 

(No 'Ml ) ''' Th '" 9 " S,r H' 1 """ 1 Ortg.—(Rretind Jnlf 18.) 

S ' r ' r ....m. . s Adit Ababa, June 10, 1010. 

I MAX h the honour to report that the situation in the north is again somewhat 
critical. 

The old enmity between lias Wolye (the brother of the (Jueen) and Ras Michael 
(the father or l.ij Yasu) lias lieen the cause of various bonier incidents which,although 
not serious in themselves, have increased the had hading betwiain the two Ra-s-s to a 
rinngcrouft oxteut. 

There are various discontented elements in Simyen and llegvomdir, who would 
seize any opportunity to rise against the Government, and it is most niwssarv that 
this opportunity should not be given them. Although he has fewer men 'at his 
disiKi.nl Minn Ras Michael, Ras W ulye commands the best lighting tons' in Abyssinia, 
and a certain party in the district of the former look upon the lounger son of the 
latter as Hie rightful ruler of Wollo, and would rise in his favour if Ras Michael were 
to meet with any disaster. 

The Government have seen the necessity of checkiug all disposition to revolt by a 
stmng show of force and Ras Waldo Giorgis has lieen onlered to concentrate his forces 
at Debra abor, so that if lias Wolye should advance against his rival his (lank and 
rear would be left exposed. 

Has Waldo Giorgis cannot, however, reach his destination for another three weeks, 
and it remains to lie seen whether the news of his coming will precipitate or delay the 
opening of hostilities. ' 

II matters remain in their piesent state until he arrives the chances of any 
outbreak will lie largely diminished. 

At Allis Ababa all is quiet, many of the principal chiefs are leaving the capital 
to return to their districts, and the Quern, who is practically a prisoner in the Jace. 
cb-stroved' CVen S * M>ken of ’ 80 con, P lcle, . v docs ber power appear to have been 

.1 l i m l H -' r " r Mcnelik still lives on in a semi-unconscious state, but is no more 

than the shadow of a name. 


I have, & c. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 
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[26820] No. 6. 

A/r. Chretham to Sir Edvard Grey.—{Received July 25.) 

(No. 12. Africa.) 

8ir » Ramleh, July 17, 1910. 

WITH reference to Sir E. Goret’s despatch No. 8, Africa, of the 11th March, I 
have the honour to report that the preliminary survey has now been completed of a 
route for the proposed telegraph line from Taufikia to* the Abyssinian frontier on the 
River Sohat. The estimated cost of construction is placed at £ E. 11,208, and of 
annual ebarees at £ E. 2,068. 

No further action will, however, be taken pending the adhesion of the Abyssinian 
Government to the International Tdejjraph Convention an ! Service Regulations. 

I have, Ac. 

MILNE CHKETHAM. 


1271301 No. 7. 

The Marquis Imperial . to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received July 58. * 
(Translation.) 

Your Excellency Italian Embassy, London, July 22, 1910, 

I HASTENED to communicate to the Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs your 
Excellency's note of the 7th June last. 

His Excellency has directed mo to inform you that on the 18th April Inst he 
instructed the Italian Minister at Adit Altahn to base his action, ns far ns possible, on 
the mutual friendshio existing between the signatory Powers of the London agreement 
of the 13th December, 190i»; to adhere scrupulously to the stipulations of that 
agreement, and also to do nothing which might Ik- contrary to the spirit of that 
instrument. 

I have, Ac, 

IM PERI A LI. 


[28335] No. 8. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received August 5.) 

Sir, Downing Street, Augutl 4, 1910. 

I AM directed by the Enrl of Crewi- to acknowledge the receipt ol your letter of 
the 25th July, transmitting ropiea of despatches from llii Majesty’, Minuter nt 
Adi, Abeha, reporting interview* with Ra, Teaaama on the outstanding claim, on the 
Somali frontier and the fear, of the Abyssinian Government regarding the arming of 
the British friendly tribe, in Somaliland, and to request that von will inform Secretary 
Sir E Grey that lord Crewe concur, in the proposal to approve the language held by 
Mr. Thesiger in the first of the despatches which accompanied yonr letter. 

2. There arc, however, certain observation, which hi. Lordship desires me to 
make. The Abyssinian Government is said to complain that no effective control is 
exercised by us over the tribes situated near their frontier. In this connection, I am 
to suggest that Mr. Thesiger's attention should he invited to the following passage, 
which occurs on p. 69 of Sir R. Wingate's report:— 

'■ I" spin - ,,r several comparatively large expeditions, the Abyssinian, have not yet 
.V, much as occupied, much less established, a completely effective protectorate over 
the enormous tract nf country marked upon thu map as Ahvssinian Somaliland. With 
the exception of occasional raids, which are termed tax collecting exped lions, they 
exercise little real control over the heterogeneous and warlike Somali trilies by whom 
they are cordially detested, Ac." 

3. With reference to the treaties mentioned in the firth paragraph of your letter 
under reply. Lord Crewe fails to find anything bearing on the present subject in that 
made between Great Britain and Ethiopia in May 1897. As regards the “ Swayno 
Agreement" of the 19th March, 1907, he observes that this agreement related to’an 
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earlier agreement dated the 5th March, 1005, made between the Italian Government 
and the Mullah, in which the following passage occurs:— 

" So likewise shall there be peace between the Seyjid, with bis above-mentioned 
dervishes, and the Government of Abyssinia, with all its dependents." 

In the Swayno Agreement, mado between the Italian and British Governments, 
it was expressly stated that— 

“ With reference to the clause in article 1 of the agreement of the 5th March 
relating to the relations between the Abyssinian Government and it* dependents on 
the one hand and the dervishes on the other band, and in order to avoid anv mis- 
understanding which may arise in translating the original Arabic version of the 
agreement of the 5tb March, it is to ho understood that neither the British nor the 
Italian Governments accept any responsibility for the relations between the dervishes 
and the Abyssinian Government or their dependents. The responsibility of the Italian 
anil British Governments remains limited to the tribes and people over whom they 
claim control," 1 r 1 

In these circumstances Lord Crowe does not understand how the Abyssinian 
Government can claim anything under an agreement to which it was not a partv. and 
which was concluded hetwoen the British and Italian Governments alone, 
n i ■ “ n, / l i rlh, r lo rofcr ,u *• tottor from this department of the 27th .May on 
the subject of the protest of the Abyssinian Government against the arming of the British 
Somaliland friendly tribes by Ilia Mnjesty's Government, and to emphasise the fact 
that the present state or allhirs has been largely brought about by the Abvssinian 
Government itself, which has taken no steps in the |iast. and is taking no steps at 
present, to controlI effectively the sale of arms by their so-called subjects to the tribes 
in British and Italian Somaliland. 

5. Finally. I am to state that Lord Crowe is asking the Officer administering the 
Government of .Somaliland for a report on the alleged subsidising by the Government 
at Jibuti of various chiefs and elders who have long been recognised as British subjects, 
WthJuno* 0 ”" Cl ' the lMt of .Mr. Thesiger's despatch of the 

I am, Ac. 

H. BERTRAM COX. 


131051] No.». 

(No 36 ) Mr ' T *"' S ' r S,V Bd * ari Orry.—(Rrcrirrd .luysst 20.) 

Sir ' r .. . . Adi. Ababa. July 28, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on the 23rd instant I opened the discussion 
on the southern frontier. 

i.i Th e ““ lin «. ” f lho Ministers was presided over by Fitaurari IlapU Giorgis, 
although the main part of the discussion was carried on by Nagadraa Igaxn and 
Nagodms Haili Giorgis. 

The Abyssinian* were most intractable, and liegan by demanding that all Major 
Gwynne a beacons should be removed, as they declared tliat the Borana were going 
o U ,'. h L 0f . tho . new '!" c ani1 eefu'ing to pay taxes on the ground that they were in 
British territory. They consequently accused ills Majesty's Government of having 
forcibly annexed .a large portion of Abyssinian territory without discussion. 

I bey next demanded that a new joint commission should Ik? sent, as they could 
not acknowledge .Major Gwvnnc’s work, as thc agreement of 1907 provided for a 
joint delimitation by commissioners from either side, and nevertheless it had been 
carried out before their commission arrived. 

Under these conditions ail discussion was impossible, and the whole morning was 
wrasted m attempting to show them that tho removal of the beacons could not bo 
allowed and that they themselves were entirely to blame for not having sent their 
commission as agreed upon. 

I hope to have another meeting with the Council of Ministers on thc 30th, and 
shall then go carefully through all that passed before Major Gwvnnc commenced 
work, and shall show them that thc Emperor was told, both vorballi and in writing, 
that our commissioner would begin work on a certain date if the Abyssinian 


Commission Imd not been appointed, and that liis Majesty consented to this 
arrangement. 

1 trust that at some future meeting it may Ik? possible to discuss the question in 
a reasonable way, and to induce the Government to accept the new line at least as 
the basis of discussion—a thing which they absolutely refuse to do at present. 

German influence has not tended to make matters easier for us, as their legation 
having no direct interest in the country is obliged to endeavour to create an influence 
by supiwrting Abyssinia in all questions in which other foreign Powers arc interested. 

Mr. fcchubert, who followed Major Gwynne's line on the southern frontier in 
Abyssinian interests, has now, at Mr. Seheller's request, l>oen again appointed to 
assist in the delimitation of thc Italian southern frontier, and will, if a statement 
or the German Minister to Count Colli is to Ik? relied on, at some future date again 
he retained hv the Abyssinian Government to reopen the question of the Soudan 
frontier. 

I would he glad to lie informed if Air. Zaphiro has accepted service on the 
southern frontier, and when he may he expected to return to Adis Ababa. 

I have, &c. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 


(N 37) Mr. Thesiger to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 1.) 

s,r » Adi* Ababa, August V, 1910. 

I HAVE thc honour to report that I had a second meeting with the Council of 
Ministers with regard to the southern frontier on tho 1st instant. 

The general tone of the Ahyssinians was more reasonable, hut still far from 
satisfactory. 

In reply to thc objections raised at tho former mooting that, while the agreement 
of 1907 provided for the joint delimitation of the frontier by commissioners of each 
country the work had been carried out by Major Gwynn alone and was therefore 
invalid, I pointed out that the delay in appointing their commissioner was entirely 
their own fault, and that it had boon arranged between the Emperor and I^ord 
Herbert Uervey that if their commissioner did not join Major Gwynn by a certain 
date, the latter was to liegin the work which would have hereafter to Ik? recognised ; 
in proof of which I rend to them the two letters addressed to His Majesty by Lord 
Herbert of the 19th October and the 28th January, and also the latter’s report’of the 
audience with the Emperor at the end of November. 

The Ministers denied absolutely that His Majesty had over consented to this 
arrangement even tacitly by not replying to theso letters in the negative, and 
Nagadras Haili Giorgis, the then Foreign Minister, declared it impossible that the 
Emperor could ever have consented to it verbally, and that it Was a misunderstanding 
due to misinterpretation, as he himself had lK?cn present at. all such audicncos and 
knew nothing of it 

The discussion on this point was prolonged, nnd was finally left aside for the time. 

I then raised thc point or the raids of Abyssinian hunters into our territory, and 
showed that at pn'sent there were various IniihIs south even of tho old red line raiding 
and hunting, and that the Abyssinian Government by not checking these raids were 
responsible for thc necessity of a rcdclimitation of the frontier on the lines laid down 
by Major Gwynn. 

They finally agreed to consider thc new line from the point of view of tho value 
of thc territories exchanged for discussion at our next meeting, if 1 would write 
to our officer in charge not to proceed with the red line while the discussion was being 
carried on here. 

To this I consented on condition that no question should be thereby raised as to 
the validity of our right to occupy Fort Harrington in thc meantime, and also that 
they should give me a letter, under the Emperor's seal, which I could send to Captain 
Barrett, ordering all hunters to keep north of the red line. 

I trust that this action may he approved, as it will not, I consider, in any way 
weaken our claim to insist on thc eventual recognition of Major Gwynn’s line as thc 
actual frontier, and it will facilitate thc progress of tho discussion here. 

The Ahyssinians insist that the first line, marked out as it was by a British 
officer, took away from their Boran tribes a large extent of their territory, and that 
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I have, Ac. 

_ WILFRED G. THESIGER. 
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Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received September 13.) 

I 1 .tV s “;r";" "•'• ""■«“ » f c»—• JSS^^SS^'^'SL. 

at Ad.; Alt', r.te JuTi«T U f"‘.l “if“ of . ,l * ! M«tc'»-H from III, Majesty's Minister 
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by the steamer iSKZST* ..» “ iM 

I am, Ac. 

_G. V. FI DDES. 

Enclosure I in No. 11. 

(Confidential.) °~ n ” * C,ro ““ rrf « *»*• 

My Lord Government Home, Nairobi, Avgust 1, 1910. 
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ofrec^e U ^7 e o^ ,h . C e:^^ in ^' ha " nCT " b * » b '“ «• —« any 
■luring, large pL? „7they™ ^ °’ ,he frontlw '“ W ‘H •» inaccessihli 

I have. Ac. 

E. P. C. GIROUARD, Governor. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 11. 

•Mr. Hope to Governor Sir B. Giromrd. 

mZn. that lunmTTb *T b - v Kil nudFaroli is agreed on.it 

there - - fc *>-**- 

So n i a I dan d“fro n t Lr' * 8 '“ pOS * iblt ’ 10 * iTO ■»» cementation on the 

.hoJd.£r&]i!jZ,l«“,t^7 ‘“'“'m' *, ff r Gabra, 

SjSSSI’tos^ttaUh". r f '° “ l r- VS 00 “ ,id '''^ 1 Britislt^ubjects, and 

1 h °P ff " ml alteraattre line would bo decided on as the frontier. 

I haro, Ac. 

. J. O. W. HOPE, 

Officer is charge, Northern frontier District 


(33714) No . 12 

(No. 10.) ' Ir ' n '“ 9 " S " a *°'d Grey.—(Received September 17.) 
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I have not sent the letter mentioned in mv despatch No. 37 of the 4th August 
requesting Captain Barrett not to cross the red line, as the Abyssinians objected to 
certain phrases regarding the occupation of Fort Harrington which I refuse to alter, 
and have not as yet given me any satisfactory assurances regarding the recalling of 
all their hunters south of this line. 

It was difficult at the time to refuse this request altogether without arousing 
Abyssinian suspicions that we intended to occupy the debatable territory previous to 
discussion, hut since our first meetings I have received information from Captain 
Barrett showing that the Abyssinian hunters are occupying such posts as Bari&sa and 
Sankuran, well south of the red line, and also raiding’ and taxing on our side of the 
frontier, and I can now refuse to give any assurances with regard to our frontier force 
until I have received assurances from Captain Barrett that they, on their side, are not 
violating our territory. 

I Irnve, jfce . 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 

[354771 No. 13. 

Mi. Thrsiqer to Sir hit!word (ireu.—(Received October 1 ) 

(No. 

Sir. Adi* Ababa. S'ptnabrr 1. 1910. 

I HAVE tho honour to transmit herewith a copy of n daopntch to Mr. Hope. 

I hail an interview on Friday last with the Fitaurari Ilapla Oiorgu, and 
impressed upon him the absolute necessity of putting a stop to the raids on our 
territory, pointing out that in the Inst few'months them had been raids over every 
portion of the southern frontier from Dolo to Lake Rudolph, and Hint while they were 
always asking for assurances from me that our frontier troops would not cross to the 
north of the red line, they allowed their hunters, soldiers, and native tribes to hunt 
and raid as far ns 1»0 miles south of this line. 

The lltnurnri acknowledged that they had practically no control over tho Lake 
Rudolph tribes., and that it was difficult to keep the hunters in liand. 

This admission enabled me to insist on the nhsolute necessity of accepting 
Major Gwynn's line, so that we should have a frontier whieh we could patrol; and 
1 reminded him that these raids had lieen going on for five years in spite of continual 
protests from this legation, and that even when, in consequence of orders from 
Adis Ababa, some of these milling tinnils hail been recalled and their lenders punished, 
there were always others trespassing on our territory immediately afterwards. 

I pointed out that these raids must endanger the good relations lictwecn the two 
countries and that our |mticnce in this connection had limits, warning him at the 
same time that, willing as I was to arrange matters on a friendly footing, if they 
persisted in refusing to come to an agreement over the frontier, llis Majesty's 
Government would certainly not allow the present state of things to continue, and 
would take the necessary action to stop it. 

1 also wrote to the litaumri in the same sense on the advice of M. llaldassarre 
with whom I have had one or two conversations on the subject. M. ltaldassarre, in 
his position of legal adviser to the Government, could lie ol great assistance to us iu 
this connection, and has promised to do what he can to induce the council to look 
at matters in a reasonable light. 

I have asked for another meeting with tho council, and hope that my conversation 
with the fitaurari will have had some effect. 

In connection with this discussion I might mention that the Abyssinian Govern¬ 
ment nrc somewhat disturbed by rumours which come up from Harrar to the effect 
that the French Government is treating for the cession to them of the hinterland of 
Zeyla. 

I have assured them that 1 have heard no mention of such an idea, and do not 
believe that there is reason for crediting these reports with any real foundation. 

At the same time 1 would ask that I may lie allowed to give them a definite 
assurance that His Majesty's Government is not considering any such cession of 
territory. 

As I have reported before, the Abyssinian Government arc content that we 
should hold this outlet Irom Abyssinia to the sea, but would bitterly resent it lieim- 
handed over to any other country. 

I have, Ac. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 
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Enclosure in No. 13. 

Mr. Thesiger to Mr. Hope. 

Sir, Adis Ababa, August 31, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letters by messenger of 
the 19tli June, and your general report on the frontier, a copy of which was forwarded 
to me from Nairobi. 

I have had several discussions with the Government hero regarding tho new lino. 
They are very much disinclined to discuss any change, and pretend that they believe 
that we arc going to seize the new line hv force. They consequently insisted at first 
that I should give them a letter to you, with instructions to our frontier officers not 
to proceed north of the old red line. This 1 was prepared to do to quiet their 
suspicions, and in exchange for an order under the Emperor's seal to all Abyssinian 
soldiers and hunters not to go south of the same line, 1 have, however, heard 
nothing more of this since I refused to allow them practically to dictate the terms 
in which I should write. 

The arrival of your r<q»orU of hunters l»eing nt Banissa and Sanknrar and 
elsewhere, and of the raids on the Samhuru enabled me to turn tho tables, and I spoke 
very strongly on the subject to the fitaurari. 

He acknowledged these raids, but slid he had always, when they were reported, 
given orders for the raiders to bo recalled and punished. I answered that while this 
was true, but that whenever one lot were recalled, another lot took their place. This 
had lieen going on for five years, and must now cease, und since it was evident they 
could not prevent them, we must insist on the adoption of Major Gwynn’s line which 
would enable us to control and watch over our frontier. 

With regard to the Samburni raids, he said the Abyssinians were nnxious to 
disarm the raiding tribes, but they had not nt present much control over them. 

I pointed out that this was a further argument iu favour of our demand for a 
proper rectification of the frontier, and asked that I should have another meeting as 
soon ns possible with the council to talk over this question. 

I have also written to them in this sense. 

The fact that the Abyssinian Government cannot control their frontier is our 
strongest argument, and I have given them to understand that, although I am anxious 
to settle this matter on a friendly basis, if they persist in refusing their consent, and 
in raiding our territory, there will he nothing left hut to take strong measures, as a 
continuance of the present state of affairs is bound sooner or later to cause serious 
complications. 

I should be obliged if you would keep mo informed of all raids by hunters or 
others for use hen*. 

Orders are being sent down with regard to the men who threatened Captain Barrett, 
if Balambaras Waldi Gabriel has not already taken the matter over. The latter is tho 
officer appointed from here for the frontier, and local officials are nominated by him, 
so that 1 could not get any information about them here. 

I am afraid the question of the immigration of the Bornna into our country is 
sure to lead to discontent here as the more we control our territory the greater will 
be the temptation to these tribes to go over, and enjoy a peaceful time. 

I notice that the East African Government is not prepared to insist on their 
returning to their own country. 

Mr. Zaphiro is expected here early in September, and I will try and not keep him 
longer than is absolutely necessary for reference on the frontier question. 

There is no change in the Emperor’s health, and the political situation hero 
remains unaltered. 

It is I think, very important to keep on good terms with Balambaras Waldi 
Gabriel, as the Government here rely largely on his reports. 

I have, &c. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 
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[35477J No. 14. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 14, 1910. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 19th ultimo respecting the southern frontier 
of Abyssinia, I am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmil to you herewith, to 
he laid before the Secretary of State for the Colonies, a copy of a despatch from IIis 
Majesty’s Minister at Adis Ababa,* reporting an interview with the Fitaurari Hapla 
Giorgis, respecting Abyssinian raids into British territory. 

Sir E. Grey would propose, with the concurrence of the Ear! of Crewe, to approve 
Mr. Thesiger’s language as therein reported. With regard to the question of a cession 
to Franco of the hinterland of Zalla, I am to suggest that Mr. Thesiger should be 
told that no negotiations have even been entered upon, or are proceeding, with the 
French Government for the transfer of Zaila o;* its hinterland, hut that it should be 
added,confidentially, that though no such negotiations arc in progress,or are expected, 
he must not use language which would bind His Majesty's Government never to 
contemplate them. 

I am, &c. 

W. LANGLEY. 


! 38104J No. 15. 

Mr. Thesiger to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received October 20.) 

(No. 42.) 

8ir, Adis Ababa. September 16, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to report that no settlement has as yet been arrived at with 
regard to the dilTlculties between Has Wolye and Has Michael, and the chances of 
ultimate trouble have of late rather increased. 

•So far Has Wolye 1ms declined to meet Dejas Lul Seged, who was deputed by 
Has Waldo Giorgis to enquire into the various causes of dissension, and it is evident 
that he fears to put himself into the power of the Shoan party lest ho should In? 
detained and not nllowcd to return to his own country. 

His fears in this respect nre probably well founded, and may induce him to 
continue in his present refractory attitude, by which he stands to low* neither less nor 
more than if he were to submit tamely. 

Neither side, however, seem disposed to force on a trial of strength, and the 
present doubtful position is likely to be prolonged. The Shoan party, who have now 
ordered Has llailu to join Has Waldo Giorgis at Dabra Tabor, and warned the troops 
of Fitaurari Hapla Giorgis to lie in readiness, are evidently inclined to try every 
measure liefore appealing to arms, but they cannot now withdraw without a complete 
settlement of this question. 

So far the four dcjnsmntchcs appointed some time ago to take over certain 
districts in Bcgemydir and in Tigre have been unable to proceed further than Debra 
Tabor, and the Tigrcnn party have placed their own officers in charge of these districts. 

This, although suspicious, is not as yet a symptom of revolt, as if matters go 
against them they could always urge the necessity of establishing a recognised 
authority in those provinces pending the arrival of the officers designated from Adis 
Ababa. At the same time, should Wolye revolt, it will give him increased facilities 
of obtaining supplies and recruit*. 

So far Has Wolye does not appear to have committed any open act of hostility 
himself, although his troops have at various times and quite recently raided Has 
Michael's country. 

The Government will require to act with great precaution in their use of force, 
lest strong measures should be construed by thcTigreans as an act of racial oppression 
on the part of the .Shoans, and so threw all the north on to Has Wolye's side. 

I am therefore of the opinion that although trouble is l»ound ultimately to break 
out in the north, the present uncertain position may continue for some months longer. 
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it is not to the interest of either party to take the first step which would render 
hostilities inevitable 


I have, &c. 

WILFRED THESIGER. 


Mr. Thesiger to Sir Edwara Grey.—(Received November 4.) 

(No. 46.) 

Sir, Adis Ababa. October 6, 1910. 

WITH regard to the question of the north, I have the honour to report that 
lias Wolye has come in to meet the Government representatives, but that lie has 
done so without bringing with him the usual large escort of a man in his position, 
and was accompanied by only a few persons, leaving nil his army under his son 
Dejaz Amadi at Zabul, on the border between the highland and the plains. 

The fact that his array i* all together instead of !>cing quartered out over the 
whole district, and also tlia’t it is left at a place where it can also be used either for 
attack or defence at the moment when he is in the power of the Government, shows 
that he mistrusts the issue of this meeting, ami has taken his precautions 
accordingly. 

There appears to be no doubt tliat the Queen and Has Wolye arc still in 
communication, although the ^Government, to prevent it, have refused to allow the 
priests to have access to her. 

This fact i* occasioning the authorities some anxiety, and they will probably take 
measures to restrict her liberty still further. 

It will possibly be some days before the result of the meeting between the 
Government representatives and Has Wolye beoomos known, and in the meantime 
the general opinion inclines to the belief that trouble is unavoidable. 

Dajaz Aamasu is still in rebellion, but has made no move, and if peace can l»e 
maintained with Has Wolye the Government anticipate no difficulty in suppressing 
him. 

I have, &c. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 


Sir Edvard Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 

(No. 61. Africa.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, i\ovember 11, 1910. 

WITH reference to your Excellency's despatch No. 371 of the 29th September, 
1908, I transmit herewith copy of an - xtract from the ''Daily Mail” of the 3rd 
November, reporting the formation of a “German Abyssinian company" for the 
pur|>ose of establishing a coaling and provision depAt at Jibuti to compete with the 
port of Aden. 

I have received no information from llis Majesty's Minister at Adis Ababa of 
the formation of such a company, and 1 request that you will take an opportunity of 
making verbal and unofficial enquiries at the French Ministry for Foreign AfTnire as 
to the truth of the rumour. 

I am, &c. 

E. GREY. 


Enclosure in No. 17. 

Extract from the “ Daily Moil ” of November 3, 1910. 


Germans ahi> Abyssinia. 

A STRONGLY capitalised ‘ German Abyssinian company" is in process of 
formation for the purpose of establishing a coaling and provisions depdt at Jibuti, the 
French colonv on the Gulf of Aden. Its principal object will be to compete with the 

[1746] E 
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KU d "dTro^U°X^ e ° f the GlUf '“PP'^non-BritUh vessels on 

i.]n,llv'r,nW m0l '' r ' tl,in , k lk . e t lar , hou 7 *“»■» Aden so high that foreign vessels will 
(tladlj embrace an opportunity to touch on the Red Sea coast on cheaper terms. The 
Monrenpost. comment®* on the enterprise, states that the strong Germanophile 
sympathies now cherished in Abyssinia, “who considers Germanv as her natural 
protector against her English, Italian, and French neighbours "‘assure the new 
company a prosperous career. s 


[41671] No . is. 

(No 41) ) ^ The '‘ 9 ' r 10 Sir K,l " ard Ort ).—(ffrreirrrf Kotembrr IS.) 

T<l™L nterenm to th< > frontier ‘ 1 honou Moreport taatXtattera^stand 

our frVn.iir 1 ou ' th " Abyssinian, had eonstantlv raided 

O ne I I f 11 , "r y™™- 1,1,18 "taking it absolutely imperative for us‘to liavo 
a line which we could patrol. At the moment of discussion there were actually manv 

n!n^, rt 'lM°, f |f whleh n ^! i! inR ,V‘ d , r fi ,lin « s ‘ l * 3ni8s “ Saulturar .larrar anil other 
places, all of which wore well south of the rod line, and that four raids on a lar-c 
scale had taken place on the wet of Lake Rudolf in a, manv months. This I told 
a .atonin' d " 0t * j allo ": c d '» “nlmuc. Ever since my arrival I hail I icon protesting 
against these raids, and had received continual promises that they should lie stopped’ 
all of which had remained without effect. I then warned them that if I rraS 
information of any more raids taking place from now onwards His Majesty's 
Gow rnment would toko their own measures for the safeguarding of our line, and that 
I would hold the Abyssinian Government entirely responsible for any incidents which 
,r f ‘l 7i CUr .- " o""*®?"?"®* of ll "‘ measures which they had forced upon us to 
countries* 0 rn, ' nl y rclatlo » 1 " which wo were anxious to maintain between the two 

I have the honour therefore to suggest that, in the event of the Abyssinian 
Government refusing in the future to discus, the new line in a reasonable Way we 
should, on the Amt news of these raids being continued, occupy Major Gwynn's line 

St, u h . e hL 0l lZ";^ K,v " - for exacl| y» ■'& «-‘.v 

The effective occupation of the frontier has been pat off so long that the 
to/v*^w. 8 ° are " >' "" a ™ and believe that by temporistog 

tlu i can wear out our paticnee and so eusiire n continuance of the old ,|av« of 
muling nnd hunting in our territory which have been so profitable to them in the 

We must therefore be prepared in certain eventualities to take a strong line 
am l am convinced that to do so after due warning will enhance our prestige hero' 
and will not lend to any serious complications. 1 ” ,IPrc ’ 

I do not, however, advocate taking strong measures except a, a last resort and in 
the event of the Abramians continuing to violate our territory. I shall in the mean 
time continue lo endeavour to make the Government see the necessity. j„ t |,e interest, 
friendly way ’ ““ “ sc,cnti#c ,m "«"r and of settling this question to a 

It must, however, lie recognised that the establishment of a well-guarded frontier 
on our side will act disndvantagcously to Abyssinia, as the more we establish law 
and order south of the line the greater will lie the temptation to the northern tribe, to 
emigrate and settle in our territory to escape the arbitrary system of taxation to which 

wi?f n a ^dfiio“. the,r °" n C ° Un,r ‘ V ’ ^ °“ r " ilh ^ 

W 1 ‘ lo "Ot and cannot tax these people, as otherwise nothing would convince the 
Abyssinian, that we were not decoying them over for our own bemefit. If wel not 
tho oorto'o'y of their coming over in large numbers, and we 
sliall then not only have on hand a constant source of friction with the Abyssinian 
Government, but wdl also probably excite the jealousy of our own triteT wl,o 
would resent seeing m tlietr midst settlement* which, while enjoying our protean 
paid no taxes and also assisted in using up the already limited supply of water 
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I* might be possible to recognise these tribes, although in our territory as 
ri,ronTl^rar^hief'Xn? dow ,"f° A ';- VS8inian <•> collect 'heir taxes 

is open to the'obtoetinii to I d foP , the ,>ur l“*'' atotod periods. This, however. 

tlm midst of our tribes, whic^ 

hold^"^^"'^gh^rowing the,',I STU2; rightoX~y' y „o 0 w 

si :X= 5 K ass 

ouUt!mitoe r dUnub.' ar^ f0 Xl' i r ° piai ™' ° nl - v one “lution. There is still an 
uu«Uoha,£com..lto,.X!'? h . ., nb °* hilisli and which Abyssinian, and this 

tribes^into temtory.^until i '\X'poiiits^'nXmrOT\y C bo^mid^ ,, separatoly^. Gl0SC 

si'ta"; 'Zn^r nhn vr sz tjsrs 

pomi, ma in S r Fere y Girouard m ro|»ort or the l«t August, 1910, to tho Secretary of 
fctato for the Colonies, I notice that inimictiont were given to Gtptafo arreUUmfi 

their disinclination to consent to Major Gwynn's lino. f 

As I have just shown, the Abyssinian, have a claim on us from the date of the 
original frontier agreement which we have not yet honoured and the immigration of 
repudiated" r J ’* T ‘ ^ "' U ' n,llk ' 11 tLo which must now ho definitelyXttlcd or 

not w bw « ™ dTtho U.? PC " f °, r fu 'T ' Ioci ‘ ion in Ca P'« io Maud's "mol do 
dmJtd to thvXtolsn . ' l ' r ‘ lhcn undoubtedly intended that all Bonn* 

. Jalhmint tl^riora^a to” '' l "T” ''- v «ur decision 

tSJSSSLSJ 

”? “ v « Iheroforo two questions to consider, namely, that of the original Ilorann 
T fr*"* !? ““«»« ‘k« question^"of tlTZ 

“ h “ioL aSST.’ ‘ '?" Ve , *i d "b* 1 ™. attempt lo decide these two 
slronchaXXXa,' iXtoi ,l m > u >‘ m . 01 ‘- complications, and I would therefore 

t'meS L d V i 1 * b ‘‘ allo "'° <l lo disc".' this joint question with the Ethiopian 

Government and recogmsc that these tribes aro Abyssinian subjects. The £ 
""" T ar . ra "*'' 1 l ° re'"" 'hem to Abyssinian territory, from 
, *5 ? l ' “ me °"b' a bmited numlwr of years ago, with all their shram 

slmnto ’ “ re ' u ™ t™a."ding the Gwynn line as the rXogn,s,d froS. We 
with a clrau.‘slate* in toe'll" 1 " Oov '‘ r "". , ™ t dearly to understand that, having started 
tomil?« £mtoto 1 . 1 , f "' urt ’ we would not recogni*i any obligation to return such 
«h? h?l ,*| kL ' " ,fu «c on our aide of the lino to escape the oppression lo 
which the maladministration of their Government might subject them. P 

friend V ,D h f' S ”»,■“!>“■ reputation for just dealing, facilitate a 

an in ‘"° ,uturc l,e justinralinproUxitia s a " 

counte^ C ,l!d S i££. 1 d ^ Bin c , * nalio n to oblige these tribes to return to their original 
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our obligations under the first treaty agreement. It is not as though the Ethiopian 
Government had ever forgotten or overlooked their rights in this respect, as they have 
steadily persisted in claiming these people as their subjects by the agreement which 
we made with them. I would therefore request that 1 may be authorised to attempt 
a settlement on these lines, and, if that is not possible,’ that I may be informed 
whether His Majesty’s Government would be prepared to occupy Major G wynn’s 
line in the event of the Abyssinian Government refusing to discuss any alterations 
and continuing to raid south of the old frontier. 

I have, &c. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 


[41572] No. 19. 

Mr. Thesiger to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Nor ember 15.) 

(No. 60 .) 

Sir, Adi* Ababa, October 22, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I received a letter some weeks ago from 
Major Darley. who was trading in Soudan territory, to report that Dejaz Beni, 
governor of the frontier district west of Lake Rudolf, was planning raids on a large 
scale into Uganda territory. He re|»orted Dejaz Bern had sent an officer with a 
large consignment of ivory to Jiinma to purchase cartridges. 

I saw Rns Tcssama and reported to him what I had heard, and requested him to 
check this latest move. 

Major Darley arrived here himself ten days ago, and confirmed his first news. 

I was to have seen Has Tcssama yesterday on this question, but my audience 
was postponed owing to the sudden death of Has Mangasha. 

To-day a report has arrived by telephone that Dejaz Bern has suffered a severe 
defeat at the hands of the tribes at Dodiug*.!, 120 miles south of the Abyssinian frontier, 
and has telephoned up to ask for more cartridges and men, the former being 
expended owing to the supply on which he had counted from Jimma having been 
cut off. 

I have sent a message to Ras Tcssama to say that I must see him to-morrow. 

Dejaz Bern appears to have divided his force of some 3,000 men into three 
bodies, of which the largest went to Dodingn, accompanied, it is said, by Dejaz Beru 
in person, and another to raid the Turkana; some fifty men only of the first party are 
said to have escaped. 

I will take measures to prevent reinforcements being sent, and if these rumours 
are correct will demand the severe punishment of Dejaz Beru. 

I have, Ac. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 


[42098] No. 20. 

Mr. Thesiger to Sir Edward Ore i/.—(Received November 19.) 

(No. 61.) 

Sir, Adit Ababa, October 29, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I had a very satisfactory interview yesterday 
with the Fitaurari regarding the wells on the frontier which we wish to obtain. I took 
with me M. Zaphiro, while he on his side called a Borana chieftain to discuss the 
matter. They were forced to acknowledge that what I had told them of the want of 
water on our side was true, and also tliat they had on the higldunds countless wells of 
permanent water, and the Fitaurari promised to name an early date to discuss the 
question before the council. 

He again raised the question of the Borana tribes at Wajeira and other places on 
our side, and put forward Abyssinia's consequent right to an extension of territory. I 
pointed out, however, that these tribes had invaded the country of our tribes, and’ that 
the fact that they returned yearly to their birthplace in the highlands for religious 
coromonies proved that they laid no claim to Wajeira as Borana country. 

On cross-examining the Borana chief this was shown to be true, and I expect no 
further difficulty on this point. 

With regard to the tribes themselves, however, it is another matter. We cannot 
do otherwise than recognise them as Abyssinian subjects, and if I were authorised to 
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return them with the Gabra, who are subject to the Borana, to Abyssinia, I think the 
frontier question could soon be settled. 

I have always claimed the northern line from Burrole to Lake Rudolf with the 
wells of Mogaddo and Gurrai as necessary to the new line, and have not met with any 
great opposition on this point, as in giving them copies of the frontier map I marked 
the whole of the line in blue pencil, 60 that they should not see we had thought of any 
alternative frontier. 

The im|X)rtance of this part of the line has lieen so often pointed out by the 
IVotectorate Government that there is no need to dwell upon it. If it were only a 
question of expediency, I think the gain to us should outweigh any sentimental 
disinclination to give back the Wajeira to Abyssinia; but even as a point of justice 
the Ethiopian Government hus a right to expect the return of these members of this 
trilie, as by the first agreement we recognised all Borana as Abyssiniuu subjects, and 
left the question of those who were then living in British territory for settlement when 
the final discussion should come on. 

I would ask. therefore, tliat I may l»e informed telegraphically whether 1 may 
settle the question on these lines : the Abyssiniaus to give us Major Gwvnn’s line with 
the wells of Mogaddo and Gurrai, while we agree to return to them the Borana and 
Gabra living on our side with all their flocks and herds, giving them to understand, 
however, that in future we do not oblige ourselves to return refugees. 

This I am honestly convinced is not alone the only possible settlement if we are 
to avoid constant friction, but the only just ono by which we can keop faith with the 
Abyssinians. 

I have, Ac. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 


[41571] No. 21. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 21, 1910. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 25th ultimo relative to Abyssinian raids 
into British territory. I am directed by Secretary Sir K. Grey to transmit to you, for 
the information of Mr. Secretary Harcourt, copy of a further despatch on this subject 
which he has received from His Majesty’s Minister nt Adis Ababa. 9 

Mr. Thesiger expresses the opinion that if the Abyssinians continuo to violate 
British territory in spite of the warnings which have been given them. His Majesty's 
Government will be obliged as a last rosort to occupy Major Gwynn’s lino and the 
wells assigned to the British Bast Africa Protectorate by that delimitation without 
awaiting the consent of the Ethiopian Government. In tin* meantime, he pro|ioses to 
continue his endeavours to induce the Abyssinian Government to accept Major 
Gwynn’s delimitation of the frontier and to settle the question in a friendly way. He 
points out. however, that the Abyssinians have a grievance in the matter of those 
|M»rtions of the Borana and Gabra tribes which were placed in British territory by 
Captain Maud’s line as well as in resjiect to the other trilies which have emigrated 
subsequently across that frontier into the East Africa Protectorate. Ho proceeds to 
show that the more effective our occupation of the frontier districts becomes the 
greater the inducement to other trilx*» in Abyssinian territory to cross over to our side 
of the boundary and settle there. Mr. Thesiger thinks that the time has now como 
when His .Majesty’s Government must either definitely settle or repudiate the 
Abyssinian Government’s claim to theso trilies. As a solution of the difficulty he 
suggests that, in return for the recognition of Major Gwynn’s line by the Ethiopian 
Government as the true frontier, His Majesty’s Government might recognise these 
tribes as Abyssinian subjects, and arrange for their return, with their sheep and cattle, 
into Abyssinian territory. 

I am to request the views of His Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonios 
on the above proposals. I am to forward at the same time copy of a subsequent 
despatch from Mr. Thesiger,t reporting a raid by Dejaz Beru into Uganda t<*ritory 
and his severe defeat at the hands of our tribes at Dodinga. I am to enquire v , ‘ter 
any confirmation of this news has reached the Colonial Office. 

1 am, &c. 

W. LANGLEY. 


• No. 18. 
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1 42432 J No. 22. 

Sir F. Rerlie to Sir Edward drey.—(Received November 22.) 

(No. 56. Africa.) 

8 ir, Paris, November 21, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I took an opportunity a few days ago of 
enquiring of M. Piehon, as instructed in your despatch No. 51. Africa, of the 11th 
instant, whether there was any truth in the report that a German-Abyssinian 
Company had been formed for the purpose of establishing a coaling and provision 
depdt at' Jibuti, and I gave to his Excellency the extract from the - Daily Mail ” 
enclosed in your despatch above mentioned. 

M. Piehon promised to make enquiries and let me know the result I n^-alled to 
his Excellency’s memory at the same time the enquiry which I hail made on the 28th 
September, 1908 (reported to you in my despatch No. 371, Confidential, of the 29th 
ScptcmW, 1908) respecting the report of an expedition of some officers of thcGerman 
gun-boat “Seeadler " to inspect a site for a coaling depot near Jibuti, a rejiort which 
M. l’ichon had declared entirely baseless. 

When I saw M. Piehon yesterday, he informed me that he had made enquiries 
at the Ministry of the Colonies respecting the formation of a German-Abyssinian 
Company to establish a dop6t at Jibuti, and he had ascertained that the report was 
without foundation. 

I have, &c. 

FRANCIS BERTIE. 


[43510] No. 23. 

Papers communicated by ll'ar Office, November 30. 1910. 


1. British East Africa: Abyssinian Frontikr. 


Notes on Mr. Thesiger's Despatches No. 19 of October 17 and No . 51 of October 29,1910, 
by Major Gwynn, R.R. 

ALTHOUGH I am exceedingly averse to turning away any natives who have 
sought harbourage in our territory and have conducted themselves well then*, after full 
consideration, I have come to the conclusion that, with certain modifications, 
Mr. Thesiger’s proposed course of notion is the most expedient and the one which will 
expose the iintives, as a whole, to the least danger. 

I do not agree with Mr. Thesiger, however, that we arc under treaty obligation in 
the matter, and I do not think that at any |>eriod of the frontier negotiations it was 
contemplated that all members of the Horan tribe should be Abyssinian subjects 
irrespective of their habitat. 

To make this clear it is necessary to go Iwck to the earliest stages of the 
negotiation. 

The first general agreement was come to in 1898 (? 7), when the Emperor Mcnelek 
agre<*d in general terms to the lines marked on the Soudan map and Bottego's map of 
Southern Abyssinia by Captain Harrington. The lines denoted the limit of the 
country in which the Abyssinians were at the time in effective occupation. 

Owing to admitted imperfections of the maps, it was agreed that the lines should 
be further explored, and that a frontier should be selected which, while following the 
lines generally, should lie thrown on recognisable features, and at the same time should 
avoid dividing tribal territory. If it bail been found possible to immediately 
explore the southern frontier the Boran would under this’original agreement have 
fallen in British territory. 

By the time Captain Maud explored the boundary in 1902-3 the Abyssinian 
occu,nation had extended much further south, and he recognised that it was neccssarv 
to accept the fait accompli and make a practically new proposal carrying the lino south 
of Boi ^ territory. 

Tl t Goro escarp sufficiently nearly defined this for a part- of the distance, but 
betwee 1the eastern end of the escarp and the Daua River was a long stretch of 
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featureless country where the grazing grounds of the Gurre and Boran overlapped, 
and where it was impossible to define the boundary without the erection of artificial 
marks which Captain Maud had at that stage no authority to do. It was to legislate 
for this difficulty that the frontier, for this section only, was defined as the boundary 
between the Boran and the Gurre, and it was presumably owing to the difficulty as 
regards the overlapping grazing grounds that a definite procedure >vas laid down as to 
how the tribal boundaries were to lie ascertained. 

It is thus clear that the frontier was only in general terms to follow the tribal 
territorial limits, and that the Gurre and Boran stand in no different position to the 
many other tribes adjoining both the southern and Sudan frontiers. 

The existence of small groups of one trilie living in the territorial area of 
another is a common occurrence. For example, nearly all the leading men in 
Beni Shangal (Abyssinian territory) are of the Jaalin tribe living between Khartoum 
and Berber. 

Such groups naturally liecome subjects of the Power in whose territory they are 
located. 

The case of the small settlements at Eil Wuk, Wajein, Ac., of Boran outlying the 
Boran tribal territory are in precisely the same position, and it is out of the question 
that we should force such people, who have been in their present localities for a period 
long antecedent to the frontier treaty, to return to Boran territory. 

There are, however, two other classes of Boran now in British territory. 

(a.) A few families whose headquarters are in the strip lying between the treaty 
line and the line as demarcated bv me. People on the fringe of the tribal area 
who have unavoidably In-on included in British) territory owing to the necessity 
of securing us a water supply, and of throwing the frontier on to recognisable 
features. 

(6.) The parties who have intentionally moved into British territory to avoid 
Abyssinian exactions. 

I would offer the following suggestions towards a settlement in these two 


(a). These people should have the option of remaining undisturbed; the British 
Government redeeming them by paying a fixed numln-r of years tax to the Abyssinian 
Government on their behalf, sav. on the basis of five to ten years’ purchase. Of 
course they would linvc the option of moving into Abyssinian territory, if they 
desired, in’ order to retain their tribal connection. This would, I think, Ik- an 
equitable arrangement as in modifying the treaty line I had really nothing of value 
to offer in exchange for the areas that were necessarily taken for administrative 
reasons. 

(6.) These people are on a different footing, and we are under no obligation to them. 
They are simply taking advantage of our protection and giving nothing in return. 
It is, as Mr. Thesiger points out, more than likely that they will overstrain the resources 
of our territory in water and grazing as well as embroil us with the Abyssinians and 
cause discontent among our own people. 

I would say to all those who had deliberately crossed into British territory since 
the date of the 1907 treaty: ** You must pay a certain number of years tribute on 
the Abyssinian scale (say 10 years) or you must go back to Abyssinian territory.” 

This tax would lie collected by British officials and paid to the Abyssinian 
Government. We might guarantee the continuance of such a rule for a limited 
period, say, five years. 

I think a settlement on these lines would lie accepted by the Abyssinians, and in 
cases where individuals were desirous of paying but were without means, an advanc 
might be made. 

We might thus get rid of those who were merely trying to evade taxation, r ,d 
at the same time afford protection to those who were really anxious to settle in jur 

territory. 

This suggestion is advanced only on the understanding that His Majesty’s 
Government are now prepared to undertake the effective control of the frontier. 
Without such control any concession to the Abyssinian contention would give away 
our case, and be interpreted as weakness. The proposal if made should bo accom¬ 
panied by a disclaimer of any treaty obligation in the matter, and should be presented 
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" 8 . an Rilministrativo measure we proposed to take to prevent migrations and 
misunderstandings. 

I entirely concur in Mr. Thesiger's view that we must bo prepared to take our 
own measures for the protection of our territory. I am convinced this is the only war 
or maintaining our prestige and good relations with Abyssinia 

I would again urge the desirability of starting a' system of taxation at a veri- 
early stage in our administration of the frontier. In addition to the reasons I have 
already advanced taxation would do much to prevent undesirable Abyssinian subjects 
crossing into our territory Wo need not, I think, on humanitarian grounds sample 
to oppose them. It is m the raiding an as and in revolting districts that Abyssinian 
atrocities are committed. In territories once subdued anil well under control the 
natives are in a general way not badly treated although fairly heavily tax.il. It is 
the raiding into British territory which gives rise to most suffering. 

I realise that the clause in the 1007 treaty guaranteeing watering rights as 
heretofore may w taken as an argument that it was intended that individuals of 
till- trilies should remain subject to the rcsjiectivc Powers irrespective of territorial 
boundaries. 

The Claus.- is a most unfortunate one, and would always work 0 iHM.id. 1 llv to the 
iH-nclit ot Abyssinian tribes who are in no nr.il of water hut who might wish to 
escape Abyssinian control. I cannot imagine any oue from our tribes going to wells 
in Abyssinian control. 5 * 

Mr. Thosigorispeaks ol the Guhni as a subject race to the Horan. This is only 
partial y true The Gubra an- a slave tribe, hut those settled among the Gurre are 
slaves to tin- Gurre just as much as those in Boran territory an- slaves to the Koran. 

there are also outlaying groups of Gubra who gran- far south towanls the lluri 
lulls whom we cannot acknowledge as belonging to Abyssinia 

November 2S, 1910 . C. W. GWYNN. 


2. Port IIarrixotox. 


Reported Occupation by the Abpaainim. 

Tito circumstances under which 1 decided to include the site of Port Harrington 
in British territory (!) were specially ro)iorted by me early in 190s while still on 
the frontier. 

, T ! , .? 1 *ii C "o 0 ". 1 ? “ “ llort w ". v north of the treaty line and had no special 
value till Mr. Zaphiro expended n groat deal of labour in clearing and building. 

It would have been pedantic to have sacrificed what had been done, but it was 
recognised that the mistake which Mr. Zaphiro had made should he specially n-imrled 
to the Abyssinian Government. If the post has been continuously maintained since 
air. Zaphiro left the frontier I should very strongly deprecate its surrender. 

It is a convenient and healthy site. As it wns occupied, however, simply for 
convenience and not as a matter of absolute necessity (alternative though inferior 
sites existing on the British side of the original treatv line), we might offer to 
purchase- the site if it is likely to la- a serious difficulty in negotiation. 

It is obviously an insolent and unfriendly act to attempt to scire the post without 
giving full warning to Mr. Thesiger. 


British East Africa : Abvssikian Frontier. 


Notea on Mr. Thetiger'a Deapatehea doted October 17 and October 29, and on 
Major Ouynn'a remark, thereon, dated November 28, 1910. 

, ,, I a ™ st ?° mo disadvantage in not having cither a copy of my report and proposal 
for this frontier (submitted in 1903) nor the 190. agreement. 
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I am, however, perfectly clear on the following points 

The principle which according to the spirit of my instructions, guided me in 
making my recommendations for the frontier-line were— 

1. Territory of which the Abvssinians were, according to their lights, in effective 
occupation, must go to Ethiopa. 

2. Territory in which Abyssiniar.s only made occasional expeditionary raids in 
considerable force, south of the red line of 1898 (Bottcgo’s map), to be in British 
territory. 

3. Tin- frouticrdinc should follow, as lar as possible, geographical features. 

4. The frontier-line should not cut through the territory occupied by a tribe. 

Some difficulty occurred in carrying out this latter principle east of the Goro 
escarpment, as the Bor&ns and Gurre tribes, who are semi-nomadic, both occupied a 
neutral zone, and recognised each other’s rights in it. 

The frontier-line I recommended cut through this neutral zone on a lino which, 
in 1902-3, gave to each tribe the territory in which it had a majority of the popula¬ 
tion. 

Tho Gubra (a tribe of Soinali-Mussulman origin) are, as Major Gwynn states, 
the slaves of both Boran and Gurre, according to the district, and did not iu 1902-3 
occupy any territory inde|»endent of their masters. 

In the proposals for the frontier which I submitted there were, to the best of my 
recollection, no words which could bo taken as suggesting that either Bornns living 
on the British side of the proposed line should l>o transported into Abyssinian territory, 
or that Gurre on the Abyssinian side should l>o sent into British territory. 

As 1 think I pointed out in my report the fact of Air. Butler’s cxpUlition having 
visited the country was sure to result in Abyssinian activity in pressing their sphere 
of so-called effective occupation south, and in a determined effort on the part of tho 
down-trodden Bornns to escape into what they ho|x*d would be British territory. 

In normal circumstances the distribution of tribes in contact with Abyssmians is 
bound to change in four years, hut iu the above circumstances these changes were 
sure to be exceptionally large 

l am unable, therefore, to say how far the frontier line I suggested in 1903 mot 
the Abyssinian and tribal situation in 1907, or when Major Gwynn delimitated tho 
frontier. 

’I he only chance for the tlalur quo of 1903 being maintained was for us to occupy 
our territory forthwith, but this. I understand, was not done. 

The present situation has, therefore, boon caused by a long delay in concluding 
the frontier agreement, and was not contemplated in 1903. But I am quite convinced 
that at the time I received my instructions in 1902 there was no suggestion that 
tribes, families or individuals should be forced to move in order to make nny frontier 
line lit a theory which would lx* almost as difficult to put into practice on the 
continent of Europe as in Africa. 

But whatever may he decided on the grounds of expediency with regard to 
the Bornns whom Major Gwynn has placed in classes (a) and (6) on p. 2 of his 
“ *ot<* ”—and on this point I have no first-hand information and cannot offer an 
opinion—-I consider that the taxation of Boran families who were living in what is 
now British territory in 1903, cithor by Ahyssinians or by us for Abyssinian benefit, 
or their expulsion into Abyssinian territory, are suggestions that cannot be supported 
on any grounds. The practical difficulties would be very great, and au attempt to 
carry out either of these suggestions would cause enormous damage to our prestige in 
that part of Africa. 

I am, moreover, convinced that our consenting to such proposals is not seriously 
contemplated by Alenelek or his advisers, who never err on the side of asking for less 
than they hope to get. 

I am thus of opinion that Mr. Thesiger’s proposals cannot be supported on tho 
grounds of either moral or treaty obligation—unless, indeed, some clause in the 1907 
agreement gives them a claim to the latter. 

At the same time, 1 recognise that possibly the Abyssinians view the matter 
differently. To them subject tribes, whom they do not employ as slaves, represent not 
a collection of individuals, but simply cattle, &c., kept for Abyssinian benefit, and it 
is probable that they see nothing unreasonable in moving herds of cattle, to which 
they think they have a claim, from British territory to their owp 
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The treatment of the Borens of classes (a) and (6) referred to above seems, 
therefore, to be purely a matter of exp^liencv. 

I enclose Major Gwynn’s views as to the necessity of effectually occupying our 
territory along the frontier. Without this, agreements and treaties' with Abyssinia 
are not worth the paper they are written or., and the fact of such agreements 
having been concluded and not observed by Abyssinia merely tends to lower British 
prestige. 

P. MAUD. 

__ Major R.F., and General Staff. 

War Office , December 1, 1910. 


[43917J No. 24. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office. -(Received December 3.) 

S ' r ’ * j. Downing Street, December 2, 1910. 

1 AM directed by Mr. Secretary Harcourt to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letters ot the 21st and 28th November, transmitting copies of further despatches 
received from His Majesty’s Minister at Adis Ababa, relative to the southern frontier 
of Abyssinia. 

2. With regard to the proposals put forward by Mr. Thesiger for the settlement 

of the boundary. I am to request you to inform Secretary Sir K. Grey that 
Mr. Harcourt sees grave objections to the suggestion that those portions of the 
Borann and Gahra tribes, which were placed in British territory by Captain Maud’s 
line, and the other tribes, which have emigrated subsequently across the frontier into 
the East Africa Protectorate, should l>e recognised by His Majesty's Government as 
Abyssinian subjects, and sent back into Abyssinian territory with their sheep and 
cattle. v 

3. In the ease of the Ugandn-Congo boundary negotiations, as Sir E. Grey is 
awnre, great stress has been laid on the nec<‘ssitv of not handing l»ack to the Congo 
Free State natives who had thrown in their lot with Great Britain; and Mr. Harcourt 
is of opinion that it would lie equally objectionable to approve of the Borann and 
other tribes being returned to the Abyssinian Government, and of their being 
submitted again to the extortion which, as Mr. Thesiger points out, is the fate of 
most subject tribes under Shoan rule. Such a preceding would, in Mr. Harcourt’s 
opinion, be contrary to the principles which have always guided the British 
Government in matters of this kind, and would, he is confident, meet with strong 
disapproval in this country when the facts liecame known. 

4. In view of the absence of control by the Abyssinian Government over their 
outlying districts, the East Africa Protectorate and Uganda will no doubt continue to 
suffer from Abyssinian raids in the future, as they have suffered in the past, unless 
effective steps can Ik* taken to patrol the frontier; and in these circumstances. 
Mr. Harcourt would suggest that Major Gwynn’s line should lie taken as the frontier] 
and that, in the event of any protest being made by the Abyssinian Government, 
they should lie informed that the patrolling of that line by our troops is essential to 
the protection of our trilK*s from the Abyssinian raiders, whom they are unable to 
control. 

5. With reference to the last paragraph of your letter of the 21st November, I 
am to add that no official confirmation of the defeat of Dejaz Bcru bv the tribes at 
Dodinga has been received in this department. 

I am, &c. 

G. V. PI DDES. 


[45553J No. 25. 

Mr. The tiger to Sir Edurard Grey.—(Received December 17.) 

(No. 58.) 

® ir ’ urirrn , . Adi * Abaha > November 23, 1910. 

vvlIH reference to my telegram No. 14 I have the honour to report that the 
incident referred to occurred as follows :— 

On the 13th instant M. Zaphiro. returning to his house (which is in the legation 
compound) after dinner, found his three servants stretched on the ground with their 
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heads broken and other wounds, and learned that some thirty of M. Beru's slaves and 
followers had broken in and assaulted his men, and had then returned to M. Beru's 
private house, which is just across the road. 

I at once went down with Major Doughty, Mr. Home, and M. Zaphiro and the 
escort to insist on those inen being given up, or. failing that, that Al. Beru’s headman 
should give a guarantee, according to Abyssinian law, to produce them when required. 

On the headman refusing, I had him seized, ami told them through M. Zaphiro to 
name four of the oldest men to discuss the question. There was a good deal of excite¬ 
ment. but, as they were all men who were employed in outside work for the legation, 
it was impossible to believe that there would bo any violence. They had, however, 
unluckily been drinking, and while M. Zaphiro and myself were talking to them some 
of them slipped round liehind us, and one struck Major 1 kmghty down with a stick 
from Indiind. A general attack was then made, which lasted for some five minutes 
without advantage on either side. M. Zaphiro was then struck down, and the cry was 
raised that he was dead. This frightened them and they gave back, and M. Zaphiro 
was carried into the legation without further fighting. 

.The next morning I sent for the Minister for Foreign Affairs, who came with 
soldiers, and found all the mou implicated had lied to M. Bern, who was at his farm 
20 miles out of town. Three arrests were made, and M. Bern was ordered to produce 
all these men before Has Tessama. 

The Government proposed cutting off the hands of the principal offenders, but 
this 1 could not allow, and they then asked mo to fix the sentences, which I did, 
ordering some to be flogged in the market place and condemned to various terms of 
imprisonment, and others to be imprisoned without flogging. This was done, and a 

C reclamation read out that they were Michael Beru's servants who were thus punished 
>r offences^ against the British Legation. The Abyssinian Government were repre¬ 
sented by Nagadras llaili Giogis, Minister of Commerce, and all the legations sent 
representatives. 

The Ibis then wrote an official letter to express the regret of the Government at 
this occurrence, to which I replied in suitable terms, saying that I considered the 
incident was now closed. 

Much as I regret this incident, I think it is as well matters came to a head at 
once. It was certain once M. Bern was dismissed, that we should have trouble, as all 
the men living round the coin|>ound are his followers, who, thanks to him, have grown 
rich in the service of the legation and who oliey him implicitly, and many of the 
legation staff are in the same case. These men have now been weeded out, and they 
will understand in future that M. Bern cannot protect them if they offend again, und 
that a very severe punishment awaits them if they do so. 

It will also have a good effect in protecting Europeans in the town from boing 
insulted, as, since the Emperor’s illness, there has l»een a good deal of laxity in this 
respect. 

The relations of the legation with the Government have been perfectly friendly 
throughout this incident, and. since M. Bern’s dismissal, several of the Ministers have 
asked leave to come and see me and talk over all matters between us, which have, 
according to them, been consistently complicated by M. Bern's private intrigues und 
unauthorised actions. 

M. Zaphiro. on the other hand, is trusted implicitly by them. 

Has Ti-ssama and the Fitawrari have both told" me that they thought it was 
imprudent of me to take the action I did ; but, as I pointed out to them, the men 
implicated were practically all in the legation service, and consequently it was 
impossible to believe that they would dare to resist my orders; and also that", if I had 
not taken the first attack made by AI. Bern's men on my servants seriously, the latter 
would never have been safe, ami the falsi* evidence which would have been given 
would have made any conviction impossible. 

They were, I believe, satisfied with my explanation, and I trust that the action I 
have taken may be approved. 

I would also wish to express my appreciation of the support which I have received 
from Count Colli, who, as soon as I had informed him of what had occurred, went to 
Has Tessama, and, pointing out the seriousness of this incident and the necessity of a 
severe punishment for the offenders, declared that if I did not receive full satisfaction 
he would support me as though it were a personal matter, and, in the event of my 
finding it necessary to call a meeting of the foreign Ministers, ho would himself 
propose that all should break off relations with the Government until thoy had given 
ample satisfaction. 


There was, however, no need for me to lake any such action, as, although their 
procedure was somewhat slow, the Government were perfectly prepared to do anything 
I wished. This fact docs not, however, in any way minimise the friendly action’of the 
Italian Minister. 

I have, Ac. 

WILFRED THESIGER. 


[47101] So. 2ft 

(No 59 ) ^ U '" 9 ' T S " Edua,d Grey.—{Received December 31.) 

Slr ’ , ,, , , rlllis Ababn. Xocember 27, 1910. 

i HAVE the honour to report that Filawrmn llapta Georra asked me t.. meet 
the council yesterday on the frontier question. On arriving there 1 hneflv stated 
our case showing the absolute necessity to u» of the alteration of the line, and Isointiiig 
out that I only asked for the inclusion of nine wells on our side so as to make it 
|iossible for us to patrol the frontier, and showed that they had hundreds of permanent 
wells on tlioir side. 

They acknowledged this, but always returned to the old arguments that 
Major Gwynn did not wait for their commission, and, therefore, his survey was invalid • 
that had lie waited, it would have been easy for them to show that the line should’ 
have been altered in their favour, and so forth. 

As there was nothing to lie gained hy proceeding on these lines I changed to 
the subject of fort Harrington, and asked how it was they had broken our agreement 
(to leave matters m Wots ,ao until a decision had been arrived at here) bv ordering 
their frontier officer to u«k for the evacuation of Fort Harrington. To their reply 
that the Emperor had consented to our holding Fort Harrington on the condition 

Iil il . n °l Tt" - iT; l , n ?. l W T- l ! Ut up '" ml tl ! at thi ‘ 11,1 "'Tilalio" had not been 
observed, 1 insisted that the 1907 agreement clearly stated that the nsl line ran from 
U.ltoka to the summit of Cliurre Moyalo and from there to Hurrole. that as they 
well knew Oliurre Moyalc was about quarter of a-milc north of Fort Harrington and 
d?MuMton lnlt '' r W “ within Briti * l ‘ territory. On this point I could admit no 

They then said they wished this matter to stand over until the actual frontier-line 
was settled, and on my asking for their decision with regard to the wells they replied 
that, as wo wanted land north of the line and they to the south, the only"solution 
would lie to keep the red line as the permanent frontier, and that the council declined 
to discuss any other alternative. 

I answered that I could not accept such a decision, and that the question must 
roninin open. In the meantime; until l could communicate with my Government 1 
would consent to observe the red line, but that I absolutely refused to hear anything 

more of evacuating Fort Harrington. 1 * 

As I loft the room the Fitawrari expressed his regret for tbia termination of the 
discussion. 

It is impossible to discuss any question with the present Government, each 
member of winch is intensely afraid of accepting any responsibility, nnd dares not 
give any opinion lest ho should bo accused of lietrnving the interests of his country. 

Fitawrari llapta Georgia alone has discussed the matter in a reasonable spirit at 
private meetings, hut there has been a renewal of the old friction between him and 
Has lessama, nnd he dare not now assist us openly against the general opinion of 
the council, many of the members of which have become accustomed to refuse their 
consent to nil measurer, proposed to them unless heavily hrihed. 

I would suggest that the first step to he taken should be to instruct Mr. Hope 
to claim and occupy the red line as described in the agreement signed on the 
8 th December, 1907, by the Emperor Menclik, which passes through the summits of 
O. Koka. Cliurre Moyalo north of Fort Harrington, and from thence to the top of 
G. Hurrole. * 

TUt gives us a large triangular piece of the debatable land, and would ston all 
discussion as to Fort Harrington being north of the line. P 

The position of Churre Moyale cannot be disputed, and the written agreement 
which mentions Churre Moyalc .is one of the frontier point* must outweigh the error 
m Captain Maud s map, which mistakes G. Topassa for Churre Moyale. 
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I would then recommend that every effort should be made to capture and punish 
all such small bands of raiders as we liave force enough to deal with, and that any 
hunters found in our territory and refusing to surrender should bo fired on. 

Kaids on a larger scale than we can deal with should be reported to Adis Ababa, 
and the Abyssinian Government informed that, if they cannot hold their own people 
in « heck. His Majesty’s Government must occupy Major Gwynn’s line, which we shall 
in future consider as the froutier. 

I believe that only an energetic policy on the frontier will awaken the Abyssinian 
Government to the fact tluit we really intend an effective occupation, and until they 
are convinced of it they will not Pike the matter seriously. Once a renl control is 
established the immigration of Boran south of the line will increase, and should force 
the Abyssinian* to reconsider their present attitude. 

I see no other way in w hich pressure can be brought to bear unless hy a hint of 
ceiling the hintcrlnnds of Zailu to the French. This is their only sensitive point, nnd 
they might lie given to understand that, although wo are prepared to continue for a 
time to hold it iu the interests of Abyssinia, a continuation in their present policy of 
asking for everything and giving nothing in exchange might easily lead to our making 
other arrangements. 

If my suggestions to repatriate all the Horan south of the red lino would ho 
entertained (vide my despatch No. H) of the 17tli October) it would bo easy to reopen 
the discussion, as I hear that after I left the council the possibility of an oxcliango on 
these lines was delisted; this, in conjunction with stronger measure* against raiders 
on the frontier, should produce a different attitude here. 

Our present weakness consists in the fact that the lands wo offer in exchange for 
the required wells have no value in Abyssinian eyes. 

1 enclose herewith a copy of a letter which I have sent to Has Tessnma on this 
question, copies of which have been sent to the Government of the Protectorate and 
to Mr. Hope for their information. 

I have, &lc. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 


Enclosure in No. 20. 

Mr. ThetUfer to Ran Bituadnd Teuama. 

Your Excellency, Adit Ababa, November 28, 1910. 

I REGRET that the Council of Ministers informed me on Saturday that they 
could not ngree to the proposed alterations on the frontier, and must consider the red 
line os the fierroanent frontier. 

To this I cannot agree, as the events of the past four years hnve shown that the 
Abyssinian Government cannot prat' nt their hunters, soldiers, nnd tribes from raiding 
our territory, and it is therefore ah dutcly essential that the lino should bo so altered 
as to give us certain wells which will enable us to patrol the whole frontier, and, in 
conjunction with the Abyssinian frontier police, to stop these raids, which must 
otherwise lead to disputes between the two countries, which we should both regret. 

1 am communicating with my own Government, and the question of the frontier 
in the meantime must be considered hs unsettled. 

I must also protest against the demand made by Halimharos Waldi Gabriel, that 
Mr. Hope should give up Port Harrington. In the agreement signed hy the Emperor 
Menelik it is clearly stated tliat the red line is to run from the summits of G. Koka to 
Churre Moyalc and from there to G. Burrole. As your own people will tell you 
Churre Moyale is quarter of a~milc north of Fort Harrington, which is therefore in 
British territory, and I cannot admit of any discussion on this point. 

I hope vour Excellency is well. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 
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[47102] No. 27. 

Mr. Thesiqrr to Sir Edvard Grey.- (Received December 31.) 

(No. 60.) 

8 ir, Adis Ababa, December 2, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to report that very considerable dissatisfaction lias been 
showing itself of late against the present Government. For many months now the 
weakness nnd vacillation of Rns Tessanm have become more and more apparent. 
The Regent is a man of no great intellectual power, and his energies are devoted 
almost wholly to his private interest, to the neglect of Government affairs. Avaricious 
to the last degree, ho openly accepts the smallest of brilica from the meanest of the 
Greek workmen, and has during his tenure of office anuwscd considerable treasure. 

The oppression of the poorer classes was recently th«- subject of a sermon by the 
Abuna, nnd the Has himself was the object of a direct rebuke from the former for 
having at the o!om* of the service refused to listen to the complaints of a crowd of 
petitioners who appealed to him for justice. 

With such an example it is not surprising that the corruption among the 
Ministers nnd judges has increased to a measure hitherto unknown, and it is 
a recognised fact that all favours go to the highest bidder, and that justice to be 
obtained must ho purchased at auction. 

That such a state of things can continue is acknowledged to be impossible, but 
no one can suggest n solution. 

No tribute comes in from the outlying district*, nnd the Treasury is in want of 
money, so that even Mr. Raldassare, the legal adviser to the Government, has l»ecn 
naked to postpone drawing his salary, as the Council dare not draw on the reserve 
funds stored in the palace for their current expenses. 

The administrative powers of the Government have practically ceased to exist, 
nud frauds in the customs, smuggling, and gun-running are everywhere prevalent. 

Although the latter is recognised os being most dangerous to the country, no 
steps are taken to stop it, and the Shankallos, < Dallas, and other subject tribe* are 
getting more nnd more rifles into their possession. To hope to stop the trade is 
impossible, as most of the Ministers and chiefs, nnd there is *trong reason to believe 
the Ras himself, are financially interested in the business. 

An object-lesson has recently been given thorn by the Shankallas, who, within 
the last eight weeks, in the district south of Maggi, destroyed two small hand* of 
Abyssinians sent against them by l)e/a/ Bern. That this rising will lie put down is 
certain, hut it is equally certain that it will not lead to any genuine effort to stop the 
trade in rifles. 

With one or at most two exceptions, the members of the Government are utterly 
corrupt and awukc only to their own interests, which are liest served by prevarication 
and a steady refusal to consent to or initiate any changes. 

Under then** condition* it is not surprising that the town is full of rumours of a 
possible repetition of the late coup d'fitat by which the Queen was doposed. It is 
certain that such Shoan chiefs as are in Adis Abalia have been privately discussing 
this probability, anil the rumoured suggestions to depose Rns Tntsama and place the 
Fitnwrari Hapta Georgia at the head of affaire have at least a basis of truth. 

To carry out these plans, however, perfect unity among the Shoan chiefs is 
necessary, nnd that does not now exist as it did in the former case. Ras Tessama 
has the support of those who look to him for advancement, and any attempt to 
replace him would at once excite jealousy among such of the rnssce as could aspire 
to his post. The honesty of the ritawrari and hi* capability are generally recognised, 
but his health is bad, nnd the fact that he is a Galls excludes the possibility of the 
reins of Government lieing handed to him. 

The key to the situation lies probably in the hands of Has Walde Giorgis, whose 
reputation and power have been increased by his peaceful settlement of the difficulties 
in the north, lie is, however, still in Simycn, and in spite of the many rumours of 
his return and of his intentions to seize the power, he has so far made no move which 
might betray his intentions. 

I do not think there is any prospect of immediate cliangc as, so long as the 
Emperor Menelik lives, the Sfioan party will continue to exhibit their almost 
superstitious fear of altering anything that he decreed. 

With possibly slight changes the present Government will continue in power, 
neglecting all the interests of the country and justifying the general gloomy prophecies 
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of all classes that there is no hope for this country under Abyssinian rule unless a 
second Menelik should spring up. 

Without entirely confirming this view, it must be admitted that no Council or 
Ministers will ever succeed in restoring the old order, and that there is no one man 
who appears to hold the necessary qualification of birth and force of character which 
would enable him to take up and continue the work begun by the Emperor Menelik. 

I have, &c. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 



[471041 -*• 

Mr. Thetiyer to Sir Edward Orry.—IRteeirei Oecmbrr 31.) 

g; r " Adit Abalta, Drcraibei 9, 1910. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 59 of the 27th November, I liavo the honour 
to report that Ras Tessama’has just sent me a private message regarding the frontier. 
After expressing his regret for the, to us, unsatisfactory conclusion of the discussion, 
he went on to explain his own position. He understood, he said, that the wells we 
required had no importance to Abyssinia, hut, at the same time, he dared not make 
further concessions to us in this respect; before tho 1907 agreement the Abyssinian# 
had for years been taxing the tribes as far south as Wujcira, and we had neither raised 
objections nor attempted to administer that part of the country ourselves, which they 
consequently had come to look upon as their own. Captain Maud's line look all this 
district sway from them, and there had lieon much ill-feeling created here by tho 
Emperor's acceptance of this fact, and now we required still further concessions. Ho 
was not Menelek, nnd if as Regent he consented to give us what we required, his 
position, which, as 1 must knoiv, was at the present moment not of tho strongest, 
would be much weakened, and ho would certainly be accused of having sold his 
country. 

In the first instance, Abyssinia had received no compensation for the territory she 
had lost, and in this instance tbo exchange offered had no value in tho eye# of the 
people, who said that England always wanted land from Abyssinia nnd gave nothing 
,u exchange. Ho expressed his anxiety for friendship with His Majesty's Government, 
and hoped that they would not press this matter, as it was impossible for him to 
satisfy their demands. ... 

There is a great ileal of truth in this exposition of the Abyssinian point of view, 
both as regards Ras Tessama's own |sisitiou and the question of tho value of the laud 
given by the new lino to Abyssinia, which oven Major Qwynn rooognised as being 
practically useless. 

It is very difficult to see, however, what further territorial concessions we could 
make without invalidating the whole purism- of the new line, unless we gave up the 
•*ast coast of lsske Rudolf hy taking a line from G Shalsil, north of llurri, to tho 
isiint where the third parallel cuts the east coast of the lake. The laud thus ceded is 
desert country, with practically no exchange value, unless as n sop to Abyssinian pride, 
hut it would obviate the necessity of asking for the wells of Mugaddo nnd Gnrai, nnd 
would leave us, I believe, a petrolal ■ frontier by Turbi Koroli and Kulal. north-west 
of which would lie n desert track oil ring small inducements to Abyssinian raiders. 

1 scarcely think that this offer clone would .induce the Government to consent to 
giving us the more valuable land nnd wells we require under the Gwynn lino, but if 
approved of it would be in conjunction with the scheme of reluming the Abyssinian 
Horan to the highlands, giving us something to bargain with. 

What the Ethiopian Government, however, are really desirous of is to get /.alia, 
and, although 1 have never encouraged their ho|ies in this direction, Utey have never 
ceased to refer back to the subject. 

If His Majesty's Government were ever inclined to reconsider the possibility of 
this cession we oould, I believe, make sure not only of the frontior, but of auy 
concession we might require on the Soudan side. 

Eor the moment L do not intend to reopen the frontier quostion, hat mg informed 
i t.. Tcsmma that I consider it still unsettled, and can admit of no discussion as to 
Fort Harrington. 

I have, Ac. 

WILFRED G. THESIGER. 




Jfr. Thesiger to Sir Edward Grei/. — (Received December 31.) 

(No. 63.) 

Sir. Adis Ababa, December 10, 1911. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 116 of the 11th November, I have the 
honour to report Hint I have not been able to obtain any reliable information here 
regarding the formation of a German-Abyssinian Company at Djibouti. A 
considerable time hack a certain Mr. Holtz, a German subject, obtained a concession 
for establishing automobile transport between here and Dire Dawa, which fell through 
owing to the impracticability of the scheme. 

This idea has now been revived by another German. Mr. lleinn, substituting 
traction engines for automobiles, and in conjunction with a German scheme for quick 
transport from Adis Ababa to Europe, with a coaling station at Jibuti, Ac. 

Mr. Reinn lias been mixed up in Abyssinia with various companies of more than 
doubtful honesty, and his endeavour to obtain promises of support from local traders 
have been very coldly received, the French merchants tolling him that they must 
wait to see whnt terms the railway would offer before making any promises. 

Any idea of Abyssinian co-operation in such a proposal can for the time be laid 
aside. I n spite of the assertions of the “ Morning Post," German influence hero is 
not in the nscendhiit, and since Mr. Soheller's departure, the Abyssinian Ministers 
lmvo complained I Kith to Count Colli and myself of the overbearing nud ill-mannered 
way in which l)r. Zechlin, the present chargd d'affaires, behaves; so long therefore 
as he remains here their popularity is not likely to increase. 

It is quite possible, however, that the idea of a coaling and provisions depfit at 
Jibuti may develop quite apart from the land transport idoa which is according to 
general opinion foredoomed to failure. 

Mr. Hrice, however, professes entire ignorance of German plans in this respect, 
although he acknowledged that there was plenty of suitablo land for sale at Jibuti, 
anil that the French Government would place no difficulties in the way of anyone 
attempting such a scheme. 

I am applying to the firm of Messrs. Clayton and Ghalnb, at Jibuti, for further 
information, which will be forwarded when an answer is received. 

I have, &c. 

WILFRED O. THESIGER. 


Mr. Wijndhnm to Sir Edward Oreyc—iHeoeirod December 31.) 

(No. St>. Africa.) 

Sir. Home, December 26, 1910. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 43, Africa, of the L‘2nd instant, 1 have the 
honour to report that I took an opportunity, in conversation with the Italian Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, of expressing the appreciation of His Majesty’s Government of 
Count Colli's friendly attitude in connection with the incident lietweeu the staff of His 
Majesty’s legation at Adis Almbn and the servants of M. Bern. The Marquis di San 
Giuliano said that he was much gratified to hoar of the action of Count Colli, and that 
he wotdd inform him by telegraph of the appreciation of Hit Majesty's Government. 

1 have, Ac. 

, PERCY C. WYNDHAM. 
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Mr, Tbnlger /■, Sir E'hrard Grrv .—{It retired ti'cembrr 31.) 

(Mu. 83.) 

Sir, _ Adit .I'mi-i, llr.rmbrr 10 1311. 

WITH rof.Tcnco to vnor diwpuioli No. 111! .if tb.- 111 u V,nml»r. I Lave the 
honour to report Hint I have nut been able to obtain any reliable, mfominliou here 
reitunliti-,, tb, forutution of :i (lennaii-Abyvtitiini, Cimipanv at Djilamti. A 
eonniilorible time hack a.vrtaiu Mr. Haiti, a German snl.j. t, oiuain.rl a concession 
lur .‘stAhlMiing automobile transport between her- ami Din- ihwj \%fell through 
••wing t<» lli.* impracticability of tint scheme 

This idea has now boon revived by no?her German Mr. Kcinn. substituting 
tract ion engine* for automobiles, and in "injunction with a German >ol» a- l.»r quick 
transport from Adis Ahnha to Europe. with a '-wiling lation at Jibuti. Ax. 

'lr. Reinn lias been mixed up in Abvssinin with inriuiii companies of more than 
doubtful houcsiy, and bis endeavour u> obtain promi** • ••> -<ip|s.rt fiom lontl trader* 
bavi* Iw cu very ' Idly reeeiu-d. tin? Frencb incrt-haiito loll.ng him that they must 
wail to soi "lint terms the railway would offer before uiriki.e,' any promise*. 

Any idea ol Abissinian operation in snub u prop.*-i| rnn'fnr tb-• time Is- laid 
asu.e. In spite of the nss» rtions of the “ Morning 1W,‘ (■•‘tman inllueucc here is 

not In the Mcundhnt, and ainct Mr. sm .a departure, the Abyninian Uinintm 
I iiv complained both to fount Colli and m\ Cf *»f Hie overls-.iring and ill>iuannttvd 
will in wliieb Dr. Zechlin, the present chnrgt* d’affaires, bebav.n;' m> long therefore 
as be remains lien- their popularity i- not likely to increase. 

I t is quili* possible, however, that til- idea ol .1 coaling and provisions depAt at 
Jibuti n ay deve!ep quit*' nmr> from the land transport idea which is according to 
gem-nil piiiion i .red . me.I to fnilim. 

Mr. Mrioe, however, professes entire ignorance of German plan* in this respect, 
although he acknowledged that there was plenty of suitable land for sale at Jibuti, 
and that the French Government would place no diiriculties in the way of uni one 
attempting snrli a scheme. 

1 am applying ti« the llrm or Me<sr>. Clayton <ui l fihuleh at Jibuti, for further 
information, which will be forwarded when an answer is received. 

I have, Ac. 

Wif.t'Kfl) G. THESIGER. 


Mi Wi/nJIinih to Sir Kthoml ’ 


• hat I 


Horn c. lJrr. »UH» 2 6 1010. 

'our (lesjMt'Ii \.». 4-i. Africa, ol tin -'2nd instant, 1 have the 
an ipjiort unity, in ••on versa lion with the itidiui* Miuistei 
for Foreign AfTuirv. of expressing the npprwinlion of Mis Majesty’' Government »! 
fi.inil Colh’-i friendly Altitude in rom 'e-mu with the incident i-tween tin , i f Hi- 
Majesty’-' I • gation at Adis Alrubn and the-■rvants of .M Hern The Marquis di San 
Ciiiliuno - ud that he was much ili-d to bear of lhe a< tion I Count Colli, and that 
he would inform him telegraph of the appreciation of His M dcstv’s Government. 

I lucre, &r. 

1T:R( ^ C. WYNDIfA.V 










